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THREE YEARS OF CALM BEFORE THE STORM
(February 20, 1933—February n, 1936)
nobody could miss the political significance of Japan's decision to
quit the League of Nations. It marked a clear break with the Western
powers and prepared the way for Japan's later adherence to the
Axis. But the immediate consequence of Japan's departure from the
League was not a swing towards extremism either in domestic or
foreign affairs. Quite the opposite. Having made their hostile
political gesture towards the Western powers, the leaders of Japan
k took a line that looked almost like appeasement—at any rate as far
as the United States was concerned. But in spite of its apparent
moderation, Japanese foreign policy remained unyielding on essentials:
the Naval Limitation Treaties were not renewed, more Japanese troops
poured into China. But events did not move fast enough to suit the
militarists. The longer the period of calm, the more intense the
storm.
JAPAN DECIDES TO QUIT THE LEAGUE
February 20, 1933
The cabinet to-day voted to secede from the League of Nations
as soon as the Assembly adopts the Report and Recommendations
of the Committee of Nineteen. It is therefore evident that the opposi-
tion of Saito, Takahashi, and others has been definitely overcome,
and the haste with which the cabinet acted indicates that the step
was taken as a threat in the hope of preventing the Assembly from
adopting the Report and as another gesture of chauvinistic independ-
ence. The step will have to receive the sanction of the Emperor
and the Privy Council, and it is not made clear how and when the
secession will take place, but there now seems little doubt that it
will go through.
My own guess was wrong; until recently I did not think they
would do it, and yet it is right in line with everything that they have
done so far, the hasty recognition of Manchukuo and all the rest of it.
Their policy is to face the world with one fait accompli after another.
The military are still supreme and still form a dictatorship of terrorism.
There seems little doubt that Saito was told to fall into line or else
there would be an internal crack-up in the country commencing
with the assassination of himself and others who had opposed with-
drawal. The Genro himself is practically helpless before the military
clique and will presumably be overridden right along. The saner
heads in the Government are in just the same position as they were at
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